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Governor might have said, "Mine enemies are those of my household."
From the police of the city of New Orleans no more hopes could be derived than from the majority of the Legislature of the State; and some of its inhabitants were carrying on a treacherous intercourse with the enemy. The writer would not have so confidently stated the facts contained in this chapter unless he had in his possession indubitable evidence of their accuracy. From the mass of testimony, the following is selected from the correspondence between Governor Claiborne and General Jackson. In one letter the Governor says:
"On a late occasion I had the mortification to acknowledge my inability to meet a requisition from General Flournoy, the corps of this city having for the most part resisted my orders, being encouraged in their disobedience by the Legislature of the State, then in session, one branch of which, the Senate, having declared the requisition illegal and oppressive, and the House of Representatives having rejected a proposition to approve the measure. How far I shall be supported in my late orders remains yet to be proved. I have reason to calculate upon the patriotism of the interior and western counties. I know, also, that there are many faithful citizens in New Orleans; but there are others, in whose attachment to the United States I ought not to confide. Upon the whole, sir, I cannot disguise the fact that if Louisiana should be attacked, we must principally depend for security upon the prompt movements of the regular force under your command and the militia of the Western States and Territories. In this movement we are in a very unprepared and defenseless condition; several important points of defense remain unoccupied, and, in case of a sudden attack, this capital would, I fear, fall an easy sacrifice."
In another letter he says:
"I was on the point of taking on myself the prohibition of the trade with Pensacola; I had prepared a proclamationveless, timorous, and desponding, hung upon him like an incubus, and paralyzed all his exertions. In regard to this House of Assembly theng the conqueror of Europe, driving him into exile, and restoring Louis XVIII to the French throne, now menacingleet could furnish, if required, a body of 1,500 marines. General Keine foundly mistaken,e in the blood of our citizens? What! retrograde under such cir-fmy in whose bravery he had the utmost confi-
